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WHAT JESUS WANTS TO KNOW: John 5:1-9 OSL 

 
OPEN 
 

What’s one question you asked today? 
Why did you ask that question? 
 
Why do people sometimes ask 
questions they already know the 
answers to? 

 

John 5:1-9 
After this there was a feast of the Jews, and 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  

2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep 
Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, 
which has five roofed colonnades. 3 In these 
lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, and 
paralyzed.* 5 One man was there who had 
been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When 
Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he 
had already been there a long time, he said to 
him, “Do you want to be healed?” 7 The sick 
man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to 
put me into the pool when the water is 
stirred up, and while I am going another 
steps down before me.” 8 Jesus said to him, 
“Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 9 And 
at once the man was healed, and he took up 
his bed and walked.  

Now that day was the Sabbath. 
 
* Some manuscripts insert: waiting for the 
moving of the water; 4for an angel of the 
Lord went down at certain seasons into the 
pool, and stirred the water: whoever stepped 
in first after the stirring of the water was 
healed of whatever disease he had 
 
 
 
 

 
DISCOVER 
 

Jesus uses questions to reveal the heart 
of people. 
 
What is surprising about Jesus asking 
the man if he wants to be healed? 
 
 
What does the invalid say is his 
problem? Specifically, what does the 
invalid want? 
 
 
What does the invalid’s reply tell you 
about where he has placed his faith?  
 
 
What does Jesus require of the invalid 
before healing him? 
 
 
When does this miracle take place? 
Why might this be significant? 
 
 
DEEPEN 
 

Jesus uses questions to lead His 
hearers to a greater understanding of 
their greatest problem and the One who 
can meet their deepest need.   
 
Why do you think Jesus asks such an 
obvious question? What point is He 
making? 
 
 
Why do you think Jesus immediately 
heals rather than reasoning with, 
teaching, or correcting the invalid? 
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Why does Jesus include “take up your 
bed” in the healing? Is Jesus just a neat 
freak, or is there something else going 
on? 
 
 
John describes Jesus as one who is “full 
of grace and truth” (John 1:14). Where 
do you see Jesus acting in grace and 
truth with the invalid? How about the  
religious leaders (see John 5:10-17). 
 
 
DELIVER 
 

Jesus calls His disciples to act on what 
He has revealed to them. The disciple 
responds by trusting Him to work 
through them in all their vocations.  

 
Why do we sometimes miss what Jesus 
wants to do in our lives? 
 
 
When facing a frustrating situation, what 
helps you to see that Jesus is present 
and working in your life? 
 
 
In what way do you see people 
paralyzed today?  
 
 
How can we help people who are stuck 
trying to fix their own lives to experience 
the healing power of Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAY 
Share something you’re thankful for 
and/or something you would like to see 
God change. 
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“Lord, in your mercy … hear our pray.” 

 
 
NOTES: 


