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 The Sermon on the Mount – Overview 
Reflection on Last Week’s Overview of the Sermon 
 
Scot McKnight: “The Sermon on the Mount remains the greatest moral document of all time.” 
John Stott: “The Sermon on the Mount is probably the best-known part of the teaching of Jesus, 
though arguably it is the least understood, and certainly it is the least obeyed.” 
A. W. Pink writes, “We regard this Sermon as a forecast and an epitome of the entire oral ministry of 
Christ, that it summarizes the general tenor of His whole teaching.” 
W. Perkins - "It may justly be called the key of the whole Bible, for here Christ openeth the sum of the 
Old and New Testaments." 
 
Continuation of the Story of God’s People 

§ Matthew’s Gospel breaks the long silence which followed Malachi 
§ It reveals God appealing to and dealing with His Old Testament people. 
§ It presents Christ as the Fulfiller of the promises and prophecies to Israel about the Messiah 
§ It contains the genealogy of Christ 

 
The Nature of God and of man 
The characteristics of those who belong to His kingdom 
 
Christ had 3 target audiences: 

§ the afflicted people of God (the Beatitudes) 
§ His own disciples 
§ Everyone 

 
Sanders: Jesus comes in the Sermon on the Mount as both Teacher and Savior.  
It is the longest discourse of our Lord recorded in Scripture. 
 
New Life From the Inside Out 

§ Throughout the Sermon Jesus is teaching us about our inner selves 
§ He is talking about motives, desires, secret activities 
§ He is moving the focus of off what we do on the outside 

 
The righteousness described in the Sermon is an inner righteousness; only a belief in the necessity 
and the possibility of a new birth can keep us from reading the Sermon on the Mount with either 
foolish optimism or hopeless despair. 
 
An Invitation 
How can real change be made within our nature? 
Ask, Seek, Knock—the entire Sermon is an invitation into Kingdom Living. We are encouraged, 
invited, welcomed to step out of the prison of this world and join in the joy of the kingdom of God. 
 
Framing the Sermon 
4:23-25   Opening Summary – a Sketch of Jesus’ Mission and Ministry 
Chapters 5-7 Teaching and Preaching 
Chapters 8-9 Healing and Miracles 
9:35  Closing Summary 
10:1   Calling and sending of the Disciples 
 
 
The Sermon on the Mount is a comprehensive sketch of the teaching and preaching message of 
Jesus. 



 

Sermon on the Mount – Beatitudes – 2 

 

This Week’s Study – The Beatitudes 
 
As you read the nine promises of blessing in the Beatitudes, think about the makeup of the crowd 
hearing Jesus’ words, and the effect these words might have had on them. What was the current 
condition of their lives? What would they have expected in terms of a future of blessing? How do 
these words affect you? Can you resonate with any of these promises? 
 
The Beatitudes are a common literary form found in various places in Scripture, such as Psalm 1 and 
Revelation 19:9. 
 

1. Verse 1 told us that Jesus “saw the crowds” and went up on a mountain. Why did He do this?  
 

2. At which other times was the location on a mountain critical to God coming to His people? In 
which places were mountains critical to the ministry of Jesus? 

 
3. Who is the target audience of this passage of Scripture? What are your clues? 

 
4. Jesus begins this exposition by declaring that they are blessd. Why? What is His reasoning? 

 
5. How would this message have been different from that which His listeners might have 

expected to hear from him, from the message they likely heard from the religious leaders of 
their day? 
 

6. What is meant by “poor in spirit” in verse 3? 
 

7. What is meant by “those who mourn”? How would you describe the kind of life His listeners 
likely experienced in that day? 
 

8. What are some meanings of the term “meek”? How would the promised inheritance likely 
affect those listening? 
 

9. Verse 6 sums up a core teaching of Jesus, valuing those who “hunger and thirst” for 
righteousness; how would you describe someone in a stance opposite this description? 
 

10. What would mercy look like to the people of this time? Would they likely have experienced it 
much in their lives? 
 

11. What does it mean to be “pure in heart”? What would be its opposite? How would a person 
pure in heart react to seeing God? 
 

12. Christ blesses those who “make peace”; what were some common responses to conflict and 
oppression in the ancient world? (In other words, how were the people of that day likely to 
respond to the crushing oppression of the Romans?) 
 

13. In the context of verse 10, how common was it to be persecuted for righteousness’ sake? Of 
what were the oppressed and downtrodden actually guilty in this time? What reason did they 
have to expect fair and equitable treatment in their society’s justice system? 
 

14.  What do the kinds of blessings promised here show us about grace? How would this be in 
opposition to the concept that many would have had of their God? 
 

15. Ask yourself again: to whom are these blessings written? On which basis are they received? 
What must we do (or not do) in order to obtain these blessings? When are they to come? 

 
 


