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 The Sermon on the Mount 05 – Jesus and the Law 
Matthew 5:17-20 
 

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and 
earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 

 
A. W. Pink: “His meekness and lowliness at once distinguished Him from those who sought 
the praise of men. His miracles of healing soon became heralded far and wide. His call to 
repentance and proclamation of the Gospel (Mark 1:15) made people wonde, What was the 
real character and design of His mission? Was He a revolutionary? Was it His purpose to 
overthrow the existing order of things? What was His attitude towards the Scriptures, and 
particularly to the Law of Moses? Did He disavow their Divine authority? These were 
questions agitating the minds of men, and calling for clear answers.” 
 
 
Jesus came to fulfill both the Law and the Prophets. 
 

1. He expanded the moral requirements of the Law  
 

2. He Himself completely obeyed the Law. 
John 8:29, Romans 5:19, Philippians 2:8, Hebrews 4:15, Hebrews 10:7 

 
3. Jesus fulfilled the prophecies concerning the Messiah. 

 
 
 
Jesus confirms that the Law will have its perfect and complete reign. 
 
The entire Law: Ceremonial, Judicial, and Moral 
 
The Law as a barrier to the blessings of God – Ephesians 2:11-19, Hebrews 9:9b-10 
 
Thus, the Law includes everything that comes under the reign of God 
 
Creation, Incarnation, Crucifixion, Resurrection, Ascension, the Church Age, the Return of 
Christ, the New Heavens and New Earth. All this must occur in accordance with the Word 
and Law of God. 
 
 
  



 

Sermon on the Mount – Jesus & the Law – 2 

 

Jesus teaches that obedience to and proper teaching of the Law is mandatory. 
 
The Great Commission 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you.” Matthew 28:19-20 
 
The Great Commandment – Deuteronomy 6:5, Matthew 22:38, Leviticus 19:18,  
Romans 13:9-10, John 14:15, 1 John 3:4-6 
 
 
Our Righteousness must exceed all human standards, holding to the perfect standard of 
God. 
 
James 2:10 
 
 
 
Law & Gospel 
 
Law without Gospel produces Pharisaic Legalism 
Gospel without Law produces Antinomian Licentiousness 
 
 
 
 
 
Next week, Matthew 5:21-32. Questions: 
 

1. What standard does Jesus apply for determining right and wrong? 
2. How are murder and anger related? 
3. How do relationships become broken? Where does the brokenness start? 
4. Why would Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness here offered such a radical change from 

what His followers had always been taught? 
5. Why are forgiveness and reconciliation so important to Jesus? 
6. How do Jesus’ teachings on marriage and divorce relate back to God’s original design 

for marriage in Genesis? 
7. What do Jesus’ words teach us concerning divorce? 
8. How does His teaching on divorce expand upon the previous teaching on forgiveness 

and reconciliation? 
9. What does He say about oaths? When are they necessary? What is the place of giving 

an oath for the Christian? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


