
 

 

LESSON 4: WHAT IS GOD LIKE? SLOW TO ANGER 
GREAT 28 

SPRING 2021 

The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 

faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will 

by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to 

the third and the fourth generation.” Exodus 34:6-7 

 
 

OPEN 

• When you’re angry, do you tend to be a 

stuffer or a spewer? 

 

• Suppose you’re angry but not in a place 

you can say anything about it directly. 

How might people pick up on the fact 

you’re angry?  

 

 

DISCOVER 

Read Exodus 34:6-7.  
 

slow to anger literally means “long of nose” 

When Potiphar heard his wife’s accusation 

about Joseph, “his nose burned hot” (Genesis 

39:19). A patient person is said to be “long of 

nose” because it takes a long time for their 

nose to get hot (Proverbs 19:11).  

 

• What makes the LORD angry? See 

Proverbs 6:16-19.  

 

• Why do you think these sins make the 

LORD angry?i 

 

Read 2 Samuel 11:1-27 and 12:1-14. 
 

• Where do you see evidence the LORD is 

“slow to anger”? Consider: how many of 

the Proverbs 6:16-19 sins does David 

commit? How many of the Ten 

Commandments does David break? 

 

 

 

• After repenting David describes his 

experience of hiding his sin in Psalm 32:1-

5. Where in the story do you see the 

LORD’s “heavy hand” (Ps 32:4), i.e., what 

off ramps did the LORD provide to the 

sinful path David was on?ii  

 

• “Slow to anger” does not mean “never 

angry” (Exodus 15:7). If a person is never 

angry, what else is lacking?iii 

 

• What risk does the sinner face because the 

LORD is slow to anger? See Psalm 10:11; 

94:3-9; Romans 2:4-5. 

 

 

DEEPEN 

Read Romans 1:18-32 
 

• What does the LORD do to express his 

anger? See v. 24, 26, and 28.  

 

• What does it mean for God to “give them 

up/over” or “abandon them” to their sin?  

How might this still be an expression of 

the LORD being “slow to anger?”iv 

 

Read 2 Peter 3:9-10. 
 

• What would you say to someone who sees 

God’s slowness to anger as reason to keep 

on sinning? 

 

• What would you say to someone who sees 

God as primarily angry, out to get sinners 

when they mess up?  
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SO WHAT?v 

• Why do you think many people have the 

idea that God is angry and out to get 

them?  

 

• What would you tell someone who asks 

you, “Why doesn’t God stop the evil in the 

world?”vi 

 

• Does anyone ever get away with anything? 

Why or Why not?  

 

• How can understanding why the LORD is 

slow to anger help you in how you handle 

anger? 

 

 

PRAY 
[1] Give thanks for the LORD’s slowness to 

bring judgment on you, that you might turn 

and receive his grace.  

[2] Pray for a friend or family member who 

needs to turn to God before the LORD’s 

slowness to anger runs out.  

 
i Consider how the LORD’s love and justice factor into his 

response to sinners.  
ii For example, when David asks the identity of the woman, 

he’s told “Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of 

Uriah the Hittite.” She’s not available, she committed to 

another, move on! 
iii Love for others. Love of truth and justice and goodness. A 

relationship is in trouble when there’s no anger over hurts 

and violations. That person has given up on the relationship - 

they no longer see it as worth fighting for. 
iv How else could God judge? Lightning bolts, hail …  
v SO WHAT questions remind us that the goal of studying 

the Bible is not more information, but life. Jesus says he 

comes to give us life, abundant life (John 10:10). The Word 

calls for a response. We can respond to the Word many 

 

[3] Ask the LORD for help in being slow to 

anger with others as he has been slow to 

anger with you. 

 

Prayer Requests 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

ways. We can repent, believe, trust, pray, give thanks, share, 

meditate, forgive. What is the LORD calling you do to in 

order to live an abundant life with him? 

vi 1) Which evil did you have in mind? Usually we mean 

other people’s evil – the really, really evil stuff. Yet sin runs 

through the heart of every person. 2) God does limit evil. 

The evil we see is not as bad as it could be. 3) We don’t 

know why God allows some things. We do know he entered 

our world, a world shattered by our sin. He suffered as one 

of us. He gave his life for us, that we could one day be set 

free from this body of death, from this world of evil. We 

may not understand what the LORD is doing in a particular 

situation. We do understand what he is doing in his great 

plan to rescue us from our sin. 


