
 

 

LESSON 5: WHAT IS GOD LIKE? STEADFAST LOVE 
GREAT 28 

SPRING 2021 

The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 

faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will 

by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to 

the third and the fourth generation.” Exodus 34:6-7 

 
 

OPEN 

• What brand are you are particularly loyal 

to? Why? What would it take for you to 

switch to a competing brand? 

 

 

DISCOVER 

Read Exodus 34:6-7.  

 

Steadfast love (Hebrew: hesed) is difficult to 

translate. It combines the ideas of love, 

generosity, kindness, mercy, and loyalty all 

into one word.  

 

Read Ruth 1:1-9, 16. 

• Why would Naomi urge Ruth to return to 

Moab?i 

 

• Why does Ruth promise to stay with 

Naomi?ii As people see Ruth keep her 

promise over time, they call it an act of 

hesed (Ruth 3:10).  

 

Read Numbers 13:1-2, 25-33; 14:1-4. 

• The 12 spies agree on what they saw in 

the land. Why do they disagree on taking 

the land? Compare Num 13:32-33 with 

Num 14:6-9.  

 

• On what basis can Caleb and Joshua argue 

for entering the land?iii  

 

Read Numbers 14:11-19 

• What is the basis for Moses’ intercession 

for the people? Who does he quote to 

support his case? 

• Why do you think the LORD relents from 

starting over with Moses?iv 

 

 

DEEPEN 

The LORD keeps his promise and establishes 

Israel in the Promised Land. Surely now the 

people will respond to the LORD’s hesed with 

a hesed for the LORD.  

 

Read Hosea 4:1-2. 

• The book of Hosea says the people are 

not just lawbreakers, they are unfaithful 

lovers. How does this add to your 

understanding of failing to show the LORD 

hesed?v 

 

Read Ephesians 2:1-5. 

• What would you say to someone who has 

lived a decent life and doesn’t see 

themselves in Paul’s description in v. 1-3? 

Is Paul talking about notorious sinners or 

all sinners?vi  

 

• Why doesn’t God wait for sinners to turn 

and show their love and loyalty to him 

before he saves (see v. 5)? What moves 

God to save such sinners (see v. 4)?  

 

 

SO WHAT?vii 

• What might it look like to respond to the 

LORD with hesed? 

 

• How does experiencing the LORD’s hesed 

help you show hesed to others?  
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PRAY 
Read Psalm 136:1, 4-6, 13-14, 23-26. 

 

Pray using this format: 

 

I give thanks to the LORD for _________________; 

his steadfast love endures forever.  

 

You can fill in the blank with an attribute of 

God, a remembrance of his great work to save 

his people (like in Ps 136), or a personal way 

the LORD has been kind to you. Pray only one 

at a time. Go around the group as many times 

as needed. If something doesn’t come to 

mind to pray, pray Psalm 136:1viii. 

 

 

 

 
i Ruth’s prospects in Israel were terrible. She would be a 

foreign widow with no land and no protection. In Moab Ruth 

could stay in her father’s house and remarry.  
ii The text doesn’t tell us. Naomi appears to have nothing but 

misery to offer Ruth.  
iii Ten plagues, Red Sea, pillar of fire/cloud, bread from 

heaven, water from rock, grace after golden calf, promise to 

lead the people.  
iv Same reason Ruth commits to Naomi: there’s no reason 

apart from a character of steadfast love.  
v Breaking a law can be impersonal. The police officer who 

writes me a ticket for speeding usually doesn’t take my 

lawbreaking personally. Compare that to an adulterous 

spouse – that’s personal.  

Prayer Requests 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

vi All sinners. See Luke 15 and the story of the lost sons. 

There’s more than one way to be lost.   
vii SO WHAT questions remind us that the goal of studying 

the Bible is not more information, but life. Jesus says he 

comes to give us life, abundant life (John 10:10). The Word 

calls for a response. We can respond to the Word many 

ways. We can repent, believe, trust, pray, give thanks, share, 

meditate, forgive. What is the LORD calling you do to live 

an abundant life with him? 
viii Group leader: let the group know that when you sense the 

prayer time slowing down, you’ll ask, “Are there any more 

prayers? Then let’s pray together Psalm 136:1.” 


